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Heritage route of the historical centre
————————————————————————————

Urban reality is a contemporary concept. In 1900, only 5%
of Girona’s population lived in towns; today, that figure is
52.3%. As Richard Florida explains, over the 20th century,
Homo sapiens became Homo urbanus all over the world, and
that transformation also took place in the region of Gerona.
Achieving such a population density in towns and cities is
beneficial for personal and collective wealth and not a source
of uneasiness, helplessness or even loneliness. It has to do
with the citizen capacity for building a project for a common,
shared identity, a kind of town which, if the need arises,
justifies sacrifices for the common good and is also capable
of generating belief in and hope for a better future.
—
The route and guide to the town’s heritage we present to
you today, like the recent books titled Figueres en primera
persona, Figueres insòlita, Els arbres de Figueres and Figueres,
arquitectes i història, seek to bring you knowledge and
appreciation of Figueres’ heritage and, more importantly, to
turn your appreciation of its buildings, streets and plazas,
trees and monuments, traditions and customs into elements
that bring together and generate the Figueres identity.
—
I am sure that, with this guide and the information panels
we have installed, you will find the route we suggest along
La Rambla, Plaça de Josep Pla, Plaça del Doctor Ernest Vila,
Plaça del Gra, Plaça de l’Escorxador, Plaça de la Palmera,
Carrer Ample i de Maragall, Plaça de les Patates, Torre Galatea,
Plaça de Gala Salvador Dalí and Plaça de l’Església to Plaça
de l’Ajuntament surprising from all viewpoints and a reason
for finding renewed pride in Figueres. Indeed, as the town’s
streets, monuments and plazas show and as the literature has
tried to portray, Figueres has always focused on its citizens,
which means belief in them and the possibility of every dream
of freedom and self-realisation being there for all.
Santi Vila i Vicente. Mayor of Figueres

Conservation of architecture,
renovation of public space
and social use of heritage
———————————————

The effective survival of a building
or a protected area depends largely
on the environmental and functional
survival of the urban fabric. There
is an inseparable bond between the
restoration of architecture, the work
designed to transform public areas
and the functional revitalisation of
the historical centre and it is the
only long-term guarantee for the
conservation of a town’s heritage.
—
Making cultural policies on information panels and the definition of
recommended cultural routes compatible, incorporating the areas and
buildings of a town that have been turned into a museum into a system of renovated open spaces for the
local population has a crossover effect on everything
in the town. Transversal actions (from age-old heritage to welcoming new arrivals and visitors) are the
lines followed by the policy for integral work on the
historical centre in accordance with the law on town
and city areas.
—
The installation of the information panels and the
plaques on unique buildings, together with the publications that go with them, allows us to observe the
shape of the built-up landscape and understand it as
a structure of space and relations, rather than as mere
appearance or image: the real town of those who live
there, a cultural product obtained by transforming the
environment to make it inhabitable and to accommodate the town’s activities, incomprehensible when
viewed only as a real estate artefact or an inanimate
artistic object.
Joan Falgueras Font. Architect
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People strolling along la Rambla
Photographer unknown. [Before to 1918]. Francesc Guillamet Collection

#1
—————
La
Rambla
————————————————————

Open-air common-room where citizens can enjoy
a stroll and a chat. Josep Pla
—
La Rambla de Figueres has been located on
Riera Galligans since 1833. It is situated in
the town centre and is also its main square.
It is one of the town’s icons and a place for
enjoying a walk, seeing and being seen and
a favourite location for cafeterias and shops.
In 1917-1918, the municipal architect Ricard
Giralt (Barcelona, 1884-1970) remodelled La
Rambla to what it is today. The work was
completed in 1929 with the installation of
benches and a fountain. The area around La
Rambla was chosen by the town’s middle
classes to build their stately homes, which
were designed by architects such as Josep
Roca i Bros (Abrera, 1815 - Figueres, 1877).
Worthy of special mention is the House of
Albert Terrades, which dates from 1767. It later
became the Hotel Paris, which was the town’s
most luxurious establishment for many years.
It was built by Juan Martín Zermeño, who
also designed and directed the construction
of Sant Ferran Castle. The building has
been home to the Toy Museum of Catalonia
since 1982. La Rambla is also home to the
monument to the inventor of the submarine,

Narcís Monturiol (Figueres, 1819 - Barcelona,
1885), built by Enric Casanovas in 1918. Since
the refurbishment work of 2002, La Rambla
has recovered its function as a social area
and has become a stage for fairs and a wide
variety of improvised citizen activities.
————————————————————
BUILDINGS OF ARCHITECTURAL INTEREST
————————————————————
· Albert Terrades House · Toy Museum
of Catalonia (Carrer Sant Pere, 1)
1767, attributed to Pedro Martín Zermeño
· Casals House (Rambla, 6)
1898, by Josep Cordomí i Bosch
· Cordomí House (Rambla, 7)
1933, by Pelayo Martínez Paricio
· Poli Deseia House (Rambla, 15)
1864, by Josep Roca i Bros
· Salleras House (Rambla, 17)
1904, by Josep Azemar i Pont
· Cusí House (Rambla, 20)
1894/1903, by Josep Azemar i Pont
· Bosch House (Rambla, 21)
1864, by Josep Roca i Bros
· Joanama House (Rambla, 33)
1856, by Josep Roca i Bros
· Fages House (Carrer Enginyers, 1)
1852, by Josep Roca i Bros
· Alegret House (Carrer Nou, 4)
1856, by Josep Roca i Bros
· Puig Soler House (Carrer Sant Pau, 2)
1901, by Josep Azemar i Pont
· Trullol House (Carrer Vilafant, 18)
1856/1869, by Josep Roca i Bros
· Melis House (Carrer Vilafant, 49)
1929/1926, by Ricard Giralt i Casadesús /
Manel Mayol
· Codina House (Carrer Vilafant, 51)
1905, by Josep Azemar i Pont
# 6-7

#2
—————
Plaça de
Josep Pla
————————————————————
BUILDINGS OF ARCHITECTURAL INTEREST
————————————————————
· El Jardí Theatre-Cinema
(Plaça Josep Pla, s/n)
1914/1916, by Llorenç Ros i Costa
· Sala Edison Cinema (Carrer Sant Pau, 10)
1911, by Josep Azemar i Pont
· Martori House (Carrer Sant Pau, 17)
1879, by Francesc Puig i Saguer
· Galter House (Carrer Sant Pau, 31)
1901, by Josep Azemar i Pont
· Galter Bassols House (Carrer Sant Pau, 33)
1928, by Raimon Duran i Reynals/Pelayo Martínez
· St Francesc Convent · today Instituto
Ramon Muntaner (Carrer Sant Pau, 49-51)
1828, by unknown.
· Prison (Carrer Sant Pau, 154)
1906-1914, by Josep Azemar i Pont

This square once stood on farmland but, as
from the beginning of the 20th century, it was
used as an outdoor summer cinema. In 1908,
Carles Cusí de Miquelet, a Figueres banker and
entrepreneur, used the area for said cultural
and leisure activity. Before then, in 1905, he
had commissioned the construction of a small
cinema in the neighbouring street of Sant Pau.
The new building took up the hall of what was
to become the Sala Edison in 1914. At the end
of that year, the farmland was bought by Pau
Pagès to build a cinema: the Teatre Cinema
el Jardí, which was designed by the architect
Llorenç Ros i Costa and opened in 1916. In
its day, it was one of the largest cinemas in
Catalonia. When the square was refurbished
in 1993, the cinema disappeared. Even so, the
area has kept its connections with the world
of culture and, as a result, it was given the
name of Josep Pla in commemoration of the
Catalan writer. A monument was built in his
honour at the entrance to the square.
—
The Puig Pujades Gardens stand at the back
of the square as a reminder of its original
function. There is also an interesting sculpture
dedicated to the world of theatre. One
interesting feature of this square is that it
has an underground shelter that dates from
the Spanish Civil War and was built to protect
the population from air raids. It has a capacity
for 300 people.
—

Panoramic view of the Theatre “El Jardí” >
and its surrounding area.
Photographer unknown
[1915-1916]. Salvador Perxés Collection

# 8-9

#3
—————
Plaça del Dr.
Ernest Vila
————————————————————

Plaça del Dr. Ernest Vila connects the new
part of the town with the centre. It is known
locally as Plaça de La Font Lluminosa (the
lighted fountain square) thanks to the fountain
that has dominated the square since 1965.
It was designed by Carles Buïgas, who also
engineered the Font Màgica de Montjuïc in
Barcelona. Besides the spout of the fountain,
there are two sculptures by Frederic Marés on
either side: one of King Jaume I and the other
of his chronicler, Ramon Muntaner.
—
Dating from 16th century, the church of
Sant Baldiri once stood at the southern end
of the square, as did the Hospital de la
Caritat as from the 17th century. The latter
was built outside the town walls to prevent
the spreading of diseases and the land was
handed over to the town by Úrsula Vilanova
i Roca in 1608. The hospital was frequently
used as a military clinic owing to the fact that
it was located near Sant Ferran Castle. At the
beginning of the 20th century, it was used to
look after the people affected by the great
measles, typhus and influenza epidemics,
which led to the closure of every school in the

district. During the Spanish Civil War (19361939), it was used as a military hospital. In
1938, it was bombed before the patients and
war victims had been evacuated. The building
was finally demolished in 1961. The square
was named after Dr Ernest Vila, a prestigious
Figueres doctor (1884 - 1960), was given to
commemorate the area’s hospital past.
————————————————————
BUILDINGS OF ARCHITECTURAL INTEREST
————————————————————
· Vila Moner House (Carrer Nou, 18)
16th century/1967
· Pagès House (Carrer Nou, 46)
1906, by Josep Martí i Roca
· Pagès Bofill House · today the Main Offices of the
District Council of l’Alt Empordà (Carrer Nou, 48)
1928, by Francesc Tarragó
· Evangelist Church · today Fundación
Clerch i Nicolau (Carrer Nou, 53)
1889/1911, by Francesc Puig i Saguer /
Sebastià Pi i Pi
· Nouvilas House (Carrer Nou, 76)
1885, by Josep Cordomí i Bosch

< People dancing sardanes in the Nou street
Unknown photographer [ca 1910 - 1915]. Inés Padrosa Gorgot Collection
# 10-11

#4
—————

Plaça del
Gra

————————————————————
BUILDINGS OF ARCHITECTURAL INTEREST
————————————————————
· Plaça del Gra (Plaça del Gra, s/n)
1886, by Francesc Puig i Saguer, master builder
· Fita House (Carrer Rutlla, 37)
1924, by Ricard Giralt i Casadesús
· Reig House (Plaça Gra, 3)
1934, by Emili Blanch i Roig
· Vilallonga Home (Av. Vilallonga, 1-3)
1877/1884, by Joan Papell i Llenas/Lluís Alcalà
· Dalfó House (Av. Vilallonga, 5)
1924/1926, by Pelayo Martínez/Manel Mayol
· Macau House (Av. Vilallonga, 36)
1907, by Josep Azemar i Pont
· Subias House (Carrer Rubaudonadeu, 6)
1910, by Josep Azemar i Pont
· Roda House (Carrer Sant Llàtzer, 58)
1911, by Sebastià Pi i Pi
· Cemetery (Passeig del Cementiri, s/n)
1816/19th-20th century, by Narcís Papell,
master builder/various

The first building in this area was the
convent of the Benedictine monks of Sant
Pere de Rodes in 1807. As a result, it became
known as Plaça dels Monjos. This sector
of the town grew rapidly in 1877 with the
arrival of the railway and the square became
an unavoidable crossing point to go to the
railway station. Furthermore, Figueres became
one of the key towns in the district’s trade and
industry. Despite the euphoria that came with
the event, the arrival of the phylloxera grape
epidemic in 1878 brought economic disaster
for the district.
—
The Vilallonga Asylum was built on the site
of the former convent in 1884 and, two years
later, the Figueres-born Macau and Roca i
Andrés called for the square to be covered to
protect the cereals markets that had previously
been held in Plaça de l’Ajuntament and Plaça
de les Patates from the rain. He was backed
by Marià Vilallonga, an entrepreneur in the iron
industry, who supplied the material needed to
make 36 cast-iron columns to hold up the roof.
The square as we know it today was opened in
1886 and it became the venue for the cereals
market, which is why it was given the name
of Plaça del Gra (Grain Square). As from 1973,
it has been used as a venue for a fruit and
vegetable market on Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Saturdays. As it is now covered, it has also
been used for a variety of celebrations and
events.
—
Plaça del Gra >

Photographer unknown [1911]. Francesc Guillamet Collection

# 12-13

#5
—————
Plaça de
l’Escorxador
Plaça de la
Palmera

—

————————————————————
BUILDINGS OF ARCHITECTURAL INTEREST
————————————————————
· Bassols Brick and Tile Factory · today the
Josep Pallach School (Carrer dels Fossos, 1)
1856, by Josep Roca i Bros
· Geli House (Carrer Pi i Maragall, 17)
1915, by Llorenç Ros i Costa
· Geli i Vergés House (Carrer Pi i Maragall, 26-28)
1922, by Antonio Alcaide
· Juez House (Carrer Colom, 24)
1914-1934, by Ricard Giralt i Casadesús
· La Salle College (Carrer dels Fossos, 17)
1908, by Josep Azemar i Pont
· Jiménez House (Plaça de la Palmera, 1)
ca. 1907, by Josep Bori i Gensana
· Mas Roger House · second home
of Salvador Dali (Carrer Monturiol, 10)
1910, by Josep Azemar i Pont

These two squares gradually appeared as
the different sections of Riera Galligans
were covered. When La Rambla started to be
covered in 1835, the drinking water springs
were channelled to this area and the public
laundry was installed on the site now taken
up by the local tax office. The water was also
channelled to the area on which the municipal
slaughterhouse was built and opened in 1846.
It was the first building in this area of the
town. The current building was designed by
the architect Josep Azemar between 1904 and
1907 and it is one of the most outstanding
examples of Catalan modernism. This new
slaughterhouse, which was larger and more
modern, was built to supply the growing
demand from a Figueres that was increasing
in size. It worked as a slaughterhouse until
1976 and it has been used as the District
Archive of l’Alt Empordà since 1991.
—
The riverbed was covered at the beginning
of the 20th century and the squares were
eventually finished. The present-day buildings
of Caixa Catalunya and the Josep Pallach School
were used as tanneries before the riverbed
was covered. To the west, in the direction of
La Rambla, in the area around Plaça de la
Palmera, visitors can enjoy the magnificent
gallery of Jiménez House, which dates from
1907, the house in which Salvador Dalí lived
as a teenager, and Mas i Roger House, which
dates from 1910 and makes up the west front
of the square, behind the palm tree, which was
replanted in 1977 as a reminder of the original
plant from one of the local farms.
—

< General view of Plaça de l’Escorxador
Photographer: J. Carreras [ca 1910]. Figueres Municipal Archives
# 14-15

#6
—Carrer
— —Ample
——
—
Carrer
Joan Maragall

————————————————————
The eastern area of the mediaeval town of
Figueres was marked by the junction of carrer
Joan Maragall, so-called since 1917, and
carrer Ample, one of the streets that marked
out the perimeter of the walls. The present-day
carrer Joan Maragall was once called carrer
de la Presó in reference to the prison that
stood there as from 1579. However, the prison
located at the southern end of carrer Sant Pau
was opened in 1914 and no part of the former
mediaeval prison has remained since then.
The area corresponds to the building by the
architect Joaquim Masramon, which was once
the Carles Fages de Climent Library and is
currently home to the offices of the Municipal
Archive.
—
The Casino Menestral Figuerenc building is
one of the most outstanding on the street.
It is a popular, Republican institution that
was created in 1856. After taking up various
locations, it was finally moved to carrer
Ample and, more specifically, to the unique
building on the corner with carrer Peralada, in
1875. The present-day building was designed
by Josep Bori Gensana in 1904.
—

The birthplace of Salvador Dalí is to be found
on the other side of carrer Ample, at carrer
Monturiol, number 6. The family lived on one of
the ground and mezzanine floors of this building
until 1912, using it as a residence and as the
office for the artist’s father, who was a notary
public. They later moved to the house on the
west of Plaça de la Palmera, where Salvador
Dalí made his first recorded drawings.
—
————————————————————
BUILDINGS OF ARCHITECTURAL INTEREST
————————————————————
· Puig House · where Salvador Dali was
born (Carrer Monturiol, 6)
1898, by Josep Azemar i Pont
· Roger House (Carrer Monturiol, 9)
1895, by Josep Azemar i Pont
· Albert Gruart House (Carrer Monturiol, 7)
1900, by Ildefons Casamor
· Monturiol Porret House (Carrer Monturiol, 5)
1915, by Ricard Giralt i Casadesús
· Casino Sport Figuerenc (Carrer Moreria, 4)
1892-1895, by Josep Azemar i Pont
· Guillamet House (Carrer Ample, 14)
1935, by Emili Blanch i Roig
· Casino Menestral Figuerenc (Carrer Ample, 17)
1904, by Josep Bori i Gensana
· Comet House (Carrer Peralada, 27)
1922, by Pelayo Martínez
· Romà House (Carrer Peralada, 48)
1818, architect unknown
· Escoles Pies · today Paula Montal · Escolàpies
College (Carrer Peralada, 55)
1884/1928-1930, by M. Almeda Esteve /
P. Martínez Paricio
· Capuchin Convent (Carrer Rec Arnau, 6)
1760, by Josep Martí, master builder

< General view of carrer Ample. Unknown photographer [ca 1900 –1910]. Figueres Municipal Archives
# 16-17

#7
—————
Plaça de les
Patates
————————————————————
This site was begun in 1817. Before then, it had
been taken up by a group of houses and the
town walls. As a result of various wars and
conflicts, the constructions had been reduced
to partial ruins and the town council decided to
build a square. Initially, it was given the name
of Plaça del Pouet in reference to the fountain
that stood in the middle and that was used
to supply the locals with water and irrigate
the surrounding farmland. It soon became the
venue for the cereals market and, as a result,
it was called Plaça del Gra (Grain Square).
In 1884, the project for creating a square
with arcades was finalised by the architect
Rafael Cantró. However, problems with the
space available soon became apparent and
municipal bylaws were handed down ordering
the entry of carts through carrer de la Muralla
and their exit through carrer de la Jonquera.
The cereals market was finally moved to Plaça
dels Monjos, which had much more space

and the square was used for the market that
sold melons, watermelons and potatoes. As a
result, it is currently known as Plaça de les
Patates (Potatoes Square).
—
No type of market is held here at the present
time and, especially in summer, it is used for
the terraces of several bars and restaurants
that create a social atmosphere halfway
between that of a traditional district and a
cosmopolitan town.
—
In 2012, with the reurbanisation of the
Neighbourhoods Plan, an archaeological action
was carried out under the direction of A.M.
Puig Griessenberger. This made it possible to
uncover and consolidate, with a project by the
architects Bardagí i Teixidor, a fragment of the
medieval town wall that had been torn down
when the square was configured in the 19th
century, demolishing a block of houses and
levelling the deep valleys.
————————————————————
BUILDINGS OF ARCHITECTURAL INTEREST
————————————————————
· Camps House (Carrer dels Tints, 3-5)
1884-1847, by Josep Roca i Bros
· Pou House (Carrer Barceloneta, 8)
1862, by Josep Roca i Bros

Market in Plaça de les Patates >
Unknown photographer [ca 1910]. Josep Maria Bernils Mach Collection

# 18-19

#8
—————

Torre
Galatea

————————————————————
BUILDINGS OF ARCHITECTURAL INTEREST
————————————————————
· Galatea Tower and Gorgot House · today the GalaSalvador Dali Foundation (Pujada del Castell, 26-28)
13th century/1930, by unknown and
Pelayo Martínez
· Rodeja House (Pujada del Castell, 27)
1861, by Josep Roca i Bros
· Parc Bosc (Parc Bosc)
1917/1926, by Ricard Giralt i Casadesús /
Pelayo Martínez

Galatea Tower is an old tower and the former
Gorgot House. It is also the only remains of
the mediaeval fort that once stood in the town,
although there are records of up to sixteen
towers. The details of the construction show
the remains of the loopholes of the mediaeval
walls and special mention must be made of
the loophole with a round, open base that was
used for the cannons.
—
In the 16th century, Figueres started to grow
outside the walls and they were partially
demolished. In the 19th century, the tower
was used as a military barracks and water
tank until the architect Pelayo Martínez was
commissioned by the Gorgot family with the
refurbishment of the interior and front of the
house in 1930. In 1983, the Town Council of
Figueres and Generalitat de Catalunya bought
the tower to extend the museum area.
—
It is one of the most typical places in Figueres
thanks to the touch of surrealism given to it by
Dalí when he decorated the top of the building
with eggs, a symbol of future life, and filled the
entire front with loaves of bread as symbols
of basic nutrition. He also gave it the name of
Torre Galatea in honour of his wife, Gala. The
place became the artist’s residence until he
died on 23 January 1989 and is currently home
to the offices of Fundación Gala-Salvador Dalí
and part of the museum halls.
—

Gorgot House. Unknown photographer [ca 1910]. Figueres Municipal Archives >

# 20-21

#9
—————

Plaça de Gala
Salvador
Dalí

————————————————————
This square dates from 1850 and was built
on the site of the former cemetery. One year
later, the fish market was moved here from
its former location in Plaça de l’Ajuntament.
The present-day Dalí Museum is located in the
building that was once the Municipal Theatre
of Figueres. The theatre building was partially
demolished during the Spanish Civil War and
later burned down by the pro-Franco troops
in 1939. The building was designed by Roca
i Bros and decorated by Félix Cagé, a French
artist who also decorated Barcelona’s Teatre
del Liceu. The site was very popular until 1916,
when the cinema dislodged theatre as the
favourite pastime of the people of Figueres.
—
With his usual tenacity and using his prestige,
Salvador Dalí presented the idea of turning this
forgotten space into his museum. The initial
idea was to create a Dalí hall in the Museum
of L’Empordà on La Rambla, but the artist’s
reply was final: “Not a hall, but rather a Dalí
Museum in Figueres.” After many years’ work,
the genius was finally satisfied. The new Dalí

Museum was opened in 1974 and, since then, it
has been one of the museums with the highest
number of visitors in Catalonia. The square
is the most widely visited and photographed
square in Figueres since it contains a number
of features that are important for getting to
know the town: Dalí, the church of Sant Pere,
cafeterias and shops. Visitors should spend a
good while enjoying the museum front and all
the Daliesque features in the square.
—

————————————————————
BUILDINGS OF ARCHITECTURAL INTEREST
————————————————————
· Pont de Vinyals House · known as
Casa Romaguera (Carrer Jonquera, 11)
1852, by Josep Roca i Bros
· Municipal Theatre · today the Dali Theatre Museum (Plaça Gala-Salvador Dalí, 1)
1850, by Josep Roca i Bros

< Main Theatre (Current Dalí Museum)
Unknown photographer [ca 1910]. Fages de Climent Library
# 22-23

#10
—————
Plaça de
l’Església

It was around the church of Sant Pere that
the town started to grow in the 11th century.
At that time, the building was a small
Romanesque church. On 3 November 1701,
it was used by King Philip V of Spain and
Princess Marie Louise of Savoy for their royal
wedding. The square is a recent construction
and dates from 1948. Previously, the location
had been taken up by a group of houses,
Placeta de l’Oli and the cemetery. Initially, the
idea was to make a square opposite the main
front of the church, which meant demolishing
a number of houses to create a large avenue
to Pujada del Castell. However, in the end, it
was considered more viable to demolish the
group of houses on the side of the church and
a new exit was created for the church through
the portico of Galilea.
—
In the first few months of the Spanish Civil
War (1936-1939), the church was burned
down and almost completely demolished and
the town’s parish register was lost. Between
1941 and 1948, it was rebuilt in neo-Gothic
style with labour provided by Republican
prisoners. Today, it is one of the busiest places
in the town and, during the day, especially in
summer, it is home to the queues waiting to
enter the Dalí Museum. When night falls, the
square is flooded with peace and quiet under
the lights of the church of Sant Pere.
—
————————————————————
BUILDINGS OF ARCHITECTURAL INTEREST
————————————————————
· Church of Sant Pere (Pujada de Sant Pere, s/n)
11th-14th/18th centuries/1940-1950, by unknown

Church of Sant Pere <
Photographer: Josep Maria Cañellas [1889]
Figueres Municipal Archives

# 24-25

#11
—————
Plaça de
l’Ajuntament

————————————————————
Over the centuries, this square has been used
as a venue for all kinds of markets: meat,
fish, fruit, vegetables and cereals. The town
hall building was constructed in 1767 by Juan
Martín Zermeño, who also built Sant Ferran
Castle. The building was demolished in 1933
and the one we see today was designed and
built by the architect Ricard Giralt. The work
was completed in the 1940s, after the end of
the Spanish Civil War.
—
The arcades in the square date from the mid16th century and were used to protect the fruit
and vegetable market stalls from inclement
weather until 1973, when the decision was
taken to move the market to Plaça del Gra.
The fish market stood at the beginning of
Pujada de l’Església, but it was moved to the
present-day Plaça Gala-Salvador Dalí in 1851.
—
In 1856, however, many of the arcades in
the square were knocked down by the traffic
travelling on the road from Barcelona to
France. That was when the prohibition of some

market stalls began in order to make room for
the carts and vehicle traffic. The names of the
streets that start out from the square indicate
the destinations of some of the old roads.
The name of the square has changed over the
decades depending on the political situation
of the time. It has been called Plaça Major,
de la República, de la República Federal, de
Catalunya, de la Constitució, del Generalísimo
and, finally, Plaça de l’Ajuntament.
—

————————————————————
BUILDINGS OF ARCHITECTURAL INTEREST
————————————————————
· Matas House (Carrer Magre 1)
18th century, by unknown
· Cruañas House (Pujada del Castell, 7)
1915, by Llorenç Ros i Costa
· Sans-Roca House (Carrer Joan Maragall, 9)
17th century, by unknown

< General view of Plaça de l’Ajuntament on market day
Unknown photographer [ca 1900]. Figueres Municipal Archives
# 26-27
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#6 Carrer Ample
Carrer Joan Maragall
#7 Plaça de les Patates
#8 Torre Galatea
#9 Plaça de Gala
Salvador Dalí
#10 Plaça de l’Església
#11 Plaça de l’Ajuntament

a

Biographies,
architects
and master
builders

ALCAIDE, Antoni. His only known work is GeliVergés House (1922).
ALCALÀ, Lluís (ca 1849 - ca 1900). Master
builder of Figueres, especially between 1867
and 1872. He renovated the former Abbot’s
Palace of the Benedictine Convent and was
responsible for converting it into the west
wing of the Vilallonga home (1884).
ALMEDA ESTEVA, Manuel (Girona, 1848-1938).
Prolific architect who worked in Girona, Sant
Feliu, Olot, Figueres and Portbou. In Figueres,
his most important works include the chapel
of Las Hermanas del Corazón de María (1883)
and the church of Las Hermanas Escolapias
(1884).
AZEMAR PONT, Josep (Figueres, 1862 - Barcelona,
1914). Prolific architect in Figueres. The works
that are still standing include Cusí House
(1894), Casino Sport Figuerenc (1894), Roger
(1896), Puig (the house where Salvador Dali
was born) (1898), Puig Soler (1901), Galter
(1901), the municipal slaughterhouse (1903),
Salleras (1904), Sala Edison Cinema (190411), the district prison (1906), Macau (1907),
La Salle College (1908), Mas Roger (1910) and
Subias (1910).

BLANCH ROIG, Emili (Girona, 1897-1996). Architect
of the Provincial Council and La Generalitat. His
works in Figueres include Reig House (1934),
Guillamet House (1935) and the Patronato de
la Catequística building.
BORI GENSANA Josep (Figueres, 1866 - Barcelona,
ca 1940?). Architect. His works in Figueres
include Casino Menestral (1904) and Jiménez
House (1907).
CASAMOR, Ildefons. This architect’s main work
in Figueres is Albert Gruart House (1900).
CORDOMÍ BOSC, Josep (Figueres?, ca 1850 ca 1915). Master builder. His works include
Nouvilas House (1885), Casals House (1898)
and the facade of Terradas House (1898).
DURAN i REYNALS, Raimon (Barcelona, 18961966). Architect. His work can be seen in
several buildings in Figueres, including Pagès
Bassols House (1928) and Galter Bassols
House (1928).
GIRALT CASADESÚS, Ricard (Barcelona, 18841970). Architect. He played a very important
part in Figueres with works as significant as
the urbanisation of La Rambla and the design
# 28-29

of Parc Bosc (1917). His other works include
Monturiol Porret House (1915), Melis House
(1921), Fita House (1924) and the renovation
of Juez House (1934).
MARTÍ ROCA, Josep. Master builder. His main
project was Pagès House.
MARTÍNEZ PARICIO, Pelayo (Figueres, 1898-1978).
Architect. He completed a good number of
works in Figueres: Comet House (1922), Dalfó
House (1923) and Cordomí House, as well
as Galter Bassols House and Pagès Bassols
House (1928).
MAYOL, Manel M. Architect. His most important
works include the extensions of Dalfó House
and Melis House.
PAPELL LLENAS, Joan (Figueres, 1838 - ca 1900).
Master builder. His main works include
Genover House (1875) and the facade of the
Vilallonga Home (1877).
PI i PI, Sebastià (Begur, 1847 - La Bisbal
d’Empordà, 1914). Master builder. He worked
prolifically in Figueres and his main works
include Roda House (1911) and the extension
and belltower of the Evangelist Church (1911).
PUIG SAGUER, Francesc (L’Escala, 1847 - Figueres?,
ca 1920). Master builder. His most important
works include Martori House (1879), the roof
over Plaza del Gra and the Evangelist Church
(1889), as well as industrial buildings such
as the Aguardientes Gironella factory (1885).

ROCA i BROS, Josep (Abrera, 1815 - Figueres,
1877). Municipal architect from 1842 to
1865; creator of the urban and architectural
appearance of Figueres in the 19th century.
His works include Camps House (1844-1847),
Pont de Vinyals House (1852), Fages House (ca
1852), Pou House (1862) and Trullol House, as
well as Joanama y Alegret House (1856), Polí
Deseia House (1864) and Bosch House (1864).
He is also responsible for the Municipal
Theatre (today the Dali Theatre-Museum)
(1850) and the Bassols brick and tile factory
(today the CEIP Pallach) (1856).
ROCA i PINET, Joan (Girona, 1888-1870). Architect.
His main work in Figueres was the renovation
of Hotel Paris from 1919-1920.
ROS i COSTA, Llorenç (Cartagena, 1890-1989).
Architect. His main works in Figueres include
El Jardí Theatre (1914), Geli House and Cruañas
House (1915).
TARRAGÓ, Francesc. Architect. Only one project
is attributed to him in Figueres: Pagès Bofill
House (1928), which is currently used as the
main offices of the District Council of l’Alt
Empordà.

————————————————————
PUBLICATION
————————————————————
· Published by: City Council of Figueres
Plaça Ajuntament, 12 · 17600 Figueres
Phone (+34) 972 032 200 · www.figueres.cat
· Office of the Integrated Action Plan of the Historical
Centre of Figueres : Carreró Caputxins s/n
17600 Figueres · Tel. (+34) 972 105 196
E-mail: oficina@centrehistoricfigueres.cat
· Tourist Office: Plaça de l’Escorxador, 2
17600 Figueres · Tel. (+34) 972 503 155

————————————————————

A project by the Office of the Integrated Action Plan
of the Historical Centre of Figueres

· Authors of texts : Fernando Aisa and Thais Becerra
· Translation / Revision: Tradumots
· Photos: Municipal Archives of Figueres, Fages
de Climent Library, Francesc Guillamet collection,
Inés Padrosa Gorgot collection, Josep Maria Bernils
Mach collection, Salvador Perxas collection
· Design and construction of information terminals:
m3h disseny
· Graphic design: Dummiesgrafic
· Printer: Gràfiques Trayter
· Legal Deposit: GI-231-2011

————————————————————

